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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

April 6: CLASSES RESUME

April 16: Upstairs A.R.T.S. performances “Water” at 9:30
AM and 1:30 PM

April 17: Last day to submit ideas for an “A.R.T.S. Sum
Field Trip” for the May Newsletter

May 20 and 21 A.R.T.S. Recognition Days

Last Days of A.R.T.S. Classes

May 25: MEMORIAL DAY — ACADEMY  CLOSED
May 26-June 12:Ballet Recital Rehearsal weeks
June 13:Academy Ballet Recital

June 15:Summer Session begins

Have a Fun-filled
Summer Activity
to Share?

As you may remember
from last month’s newsletter, we arg
asking you, our A.R.T.S. families, to share someyadir
favorite summer “field trip” ideas with us for ouviay
newsletter on family field trips. We are still meed of
suggestions. The criteria are simple:

e The trip must appeal to and be safe for
younger children.

» Be within a day trip from the Oak Park/River
Forest area.

* Be relatively inexpensive.

Pleaseake the time to share your favorite place (or
even a great place that you've heard about). Singt
down the complete name, address, phone numbendii/ik)
and cost (if known) of the field trip destinatiomdayour
name (in case we have any questions). Drop off ideas
at the Academy office or send them via your child's
backpack in an envelope marked “A.R.T.S. SUMMER
FIELD TRIPS” by April 17". By sharing resources, we
hope to have a May newsletter full of ideas for menfun!

June Ballet Recital 8
Children  who  attend  the <)
Tuesday/Thursday  Upstairs AR.T.S. /i 1\

program are eligible to perform in the ~ \\iﬂ’/\/
Academy’s annual recital. This year our~ -
recital will feature younger students in Act | - I
“Mary Poppins” — on Saturday, June™™at 1:00 K
PM in the Main Auditorium of Oak Park and River -
Forest High School; Act Il — “Romance in Old Vierir&a
“La Vivandiere” - for students in Elementary | édligh
Advanced levels of Ballet will begin at 5:00 PM.

The Upstairs A.R.T.S. dancers will perform in Act
[, which runs about 90 minutes in length.  Rehearsaill
be Wednesday, May $#74:00-6:00 PM, Saturday, May 30
9:00-11:00 AM, Wednesday, June 34:00-6:00 PM,
Saturday, June' 9:00-11:00 AM, Wednesday, June™10
4:00-6:00 PM. Dress rehearsal will be at the higfos!| on
Friday, June 1%, from 1:00-4:00 PM.

Eligible A.R.T.S. students will receive a packet of
recital forms. Please let us know soon if youitdchvill be
participating in the recital. We will need to begi
choreography, costuming and rehearsals ~ so yamgtr
response is greatly appreciated.

If the recital seems like a big deal ~ it is. Befal
costumes, a real stage with lights and sceneryraaid-up!
The younger dancers will have the best seats irhthese.
They will get to sit on the risers at the back bé tstage,
which allows them to see the whole show. We walé our
most advanced dancers performing right along witih o
smallest beginners. Teachers and classroom deratorst
will sit with the children and are experienced gnting with
potty trips, fallen crowns, missing tails, itchingtus and
anything else that may arise.

If you have any questions, please feel free tb cal
Stephanie Clemens. We have videos of previougaisci
that you can take home to watch ~ either to helpigoyour
decision about whether to participate or to helpryohild
prepare for a wonderful experience!

We hope to see all of the Upstairs A.R.T.S. dancer
performing in this magnificent production!

April in Upstairs A.R.T.S.

L~

The month of April finds the Upstairs
A.R.T.S. students continuing in their study of “\&fat We
will continue our exposure to Art Masterpieces depg
water scenes. The last week we will begin our ystafi
“Wind.”

Monday/Wednesday children watch for details
about “Bring Your Own Story” at the end of the mentfThe
children will be able to bring their favorite stdigr the other
children to act out.

The Tuesday/Thursday children will learn how
water is used for special occasions, finish thamgé sea
animals, rehearse for their show, and look forwardeeing
you at our performance. The performance will bkl o
Thursday, April 18 at 9:30 AM and 1:00 PM.

All the children will begin the preparation of the
Mother’'s Day surprise. Then we’ll begin our inugation
of our next theme, “Wind.”

~ Donna Pries



Reminder
Sharing Days will b&VednesdayApril 22™ andThursday,
April 23 this month. b
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Jumping Goal is Achievec!
In Larry’s Physical Fitness class a
as been achievbtia Wangin the AM class is
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chaiféng
the first child to jump rope fifty consecutive jusip By ©

achieving this goal, she won a popsicle snack fer :;1
classmates that will be enjoyed when we return f&pring %
Break. b
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Upstairs A.R.T.S.
Thank Youto . ..

Mia Rodriguez Nelson for the

Magnetic Beginning Sounds project to celebrate &Br
birthday. A wonderful pre-reading activity thatlwielp us
in learning the sounds of the letters.

Special Thank You to .

The Friday children and teachers Would

like to thankthe A.R.T.S. families for the"
beautiful flowersthey donate that are arranged bm
the children.

Dentist Kevin Raihle, Ryan’s dadyho came to the Friday
Science Area to encourage the children to have geodial
hygiene. He gave each child a coloring book and a
toothbrush.

April in Downstairs A.R.T.S.

A

The month of April will find the Downstairs
A.R.T.S. children taking on the task of learningoaib
“Shapes and Senses.” We will do a variety of dta over
the next five weeks based on the five basic shapspiare,
rectangle, triangle, circle, and oval — and onfifie senses —
sight, smell, hearing, taste, touch. We will expldahe
subject of shape with paper, pencils, templatestpglue
and paper. We will handle all sorts of shapes asmork
with our manipulatives. We will read about shapssg
about shapes, find shapes in all sorts of evertyldiags, and
even use our bodies to create shapes.

Woven throughout this unit will be an emphasis on
heightening the children’s awareness of the wayhith we
use our senses to learn about things. This hamds-o
knowledge is, in turn, a great way to develop vaotaty
skills as we learn words with which to describe our
sensations. Our science table will be the sightvafous
sensory experiences as we explore sight and sriellich,
taste and hearing will be explored in separatetjpaddife

experiences within the unit. Hopefully as our atduee
with shapes and senses ends, the children will cawey
with a new awareness of the world around them.

~ Niki Merrick
Thank You to. .. ﬁ ﬁ
Aaron Willard for the book,

shapes and patterria honor of his third birthday. What a
terrific book with lots of words to learn and grgéttures to
help us do just that. Happy Birthday #3, Aaron!

Downstairs A.R.T.S.

Lily Molinaro for the books, Bear Feels Scaradd Duck
and Goosegin honor of her third birthday. What great fiien
books to share with your school friends. Happ§ 3
Birthday, Lily!

Miles Toppenfor the Musical Instrument puzzle and the
Spring Peepdook in honor of his 8 birthday. They are
certain to become fast favorites with your Acaddngnds.
Have fun being 3, Miles!

Special Thank You to . ..
Talia Sigismondi and her monfor donating |
some gently used puzzles to our classroorf#
Thanks for thinking of us! Y

All our reading parentswho have come to read to the
children. There are open spaces available if anynsnor
dads are interested in spending a bit of time in lmaok
corner. Just stop by the office and sign up. Thidren
really enjoy having you come and be a part of tteijy.

Reminder:

Dresses Don’t Do Well in Physical Fitness!

Most of you have been doing a great job of appedely
attiring your daughters for school. Dresses arallyre
hazardous to the girls in the physical fithess<ldsven tops
that are long and full get in the way during mariyoar
activities. Some of the girls wear shorts, which d
wonderful option. Perhaps you could keep thisetetb read
to your daughter when she insists on wearing asdrdhe
A.R.T.S. program is full of movement activities ahghout
the week. Whenever your daughter wears a dress, sh
should wear shorts or tights under the dress. K#dor
your cooperation.

~ The Physical Fithess Teachers

Early Childhood Screening

Vision, Hearing, Language, and Pre-readiness
for children ages three and four

Thursday, April 23, 2009 ~ 4:00-7:00 PM
at Whittier School
715 N. Harvey, Oak Park, IL
Call to schedule an appointment: 708-524-3132




